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Minutes of the Oxfordshire SACRE Meeting  

Tuesday 8th November 2016 at County Hall, Oxford at 2.00 pm 

 

 
Present: 
M = Member 
SD = Standing Deputy 

Committee A:  World Faiths, Christian Denominations 
Steve Beegoo (M) 
Ruth Cohen (M) 
Dick Wolff (M)  
Nicholas Wood (M) 
 

 Committee B:  Church of England 
Carol Worthington (M) 

 
 Committee D:  Local Authority 

Councillor Bob Johnston (M) 
Councillor Charles Mathew (M) - Chair 
 

 Co-opted Members   
Nigel Fancourt (M) 
Margaret Godden (M) 
Stephen Vickers (SD) 
 

     
In attendance: Helen Batten (Clerk) 

Bill Moore (Advisor to SACRE) 
 

Visitors: Catherine Clayton - BeSpace 
Samantha Cragg – Oxford Schools Chaplaincy 
 

Apologies:    Shahin Bekhradnia (M) 
   Surinder Dhesi (SD) 
   Susan Grenfell (M) 
   Fraser Long (M) 
   Lyn Moore (M) 
   Christine Price-Smith (M) 
   Helina Taghavi (M) 
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Welcome and Apologies 
 

 BM welcomed everybody to the meeting, and introduced visitors. 

 Apologies tendered were accepted.  
 

 
Reflection 
 
MG presented a Humanist view of the problems and challenges of a fast-changing and 
uncertain world, emphasising that traditional religion and politics don’t seem to have all the 
answers and there are alternative ways in which people might work together for mutual benefit. 
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3 Election of Chair and Vice Chair 

 

 CM had offered to serve as Chair.  Members thanked CM for his commitment and he 
was duly appointed to serve until the first meeting of the 2017-18 year.  CM took the 
chair at this point.   

 Members joined BM and CM in thanking NW for all his work as Chair.  

 DW had offered to serve as Vice Chair.  Members thanked DW who was duly appointed 
to serve until the first meeting of the 2017-18 year.   
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Minutes of the meeting held on 4th July 2016 and matters arising 
 

 Minutes were agreed to be an accurate record and signed by the Chair.   

 SB reported the meeting with the Chairman of the Education Select Committee which 
raised a number of concerns about RE teaching, which it is understood have been 
passed to the Chairman of the relevant All-Party Parliamentary Group for further 
consideration.  Members thanked SB for this, and agreed that since RE is more relevant 
than ever the diminishing importance placed on it by government is a major concern. 
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SACRE plan of work 2016 – 17 
 
BM tabled a schedule of activities agreed with OCC, drawing attention to the following: 

 The time allotted has been reduced again, to 16 days over the year. 

 It is vital to complete the update of SACRE online information as quickly as possible. 

 Other ways of communicating or providing information are also being developed, 
including a Facebook group for RE teachers to facilitate school-to-school support and 
information sharing. 

 
It was agreed to send a message of congratulation to Steve Harrod, the newly-appointed  OCC 
Cabinet Member for Education,  confirming that SACRE looks  forward to working with him for 
the benefit of RE teaching in Oxfordshire.  It was also agreed to invite Cllr Harrod to the March 
SACRE meeting.                                                               Action:  CM to write to Cllr Harrod 
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A two-year vision and strategy for SACRE 
 
Consideration of agenda items 6 and 7 together focussed on the proposed Core Vision and 
Values and the questions How can SACRE best support RE?  What do we need to change?  
Discussion raised the following points: 

 It is essential to improve online communications, as already discussed, to ensure that 
information is clear and up to date.  It was suggested that SACRE’s online presence 
should clarify its status as an independent body which is supported by the LA, and also 
that its support is available to all schools, whether maintained or not. 

 Direct links with schools are the best way to develop supportive relationships but 
financial constraints and changes in schools will limit what can realistically be achieved.  
Infrequent meetings, varying attendance and different personal views will all make it 
difficult for SACRE to speak with a strong and unified voice.   As it is not clear if we 
have the capacity to undertake the sort of direct links with schools that we would wish, 
it may be better to set more modest aims and ensure that they are achieved, for 
example by looking at how SACRE can take part in existing school activities rather than 
seeking to set up its own events.  In particular the aims of school visits should be clearly 
defined so that there is no duplication where activities are also being covered by local 
school partnerships and other networks, albeit without SACRE input. 



OXFORDSHIRE 

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
 Despite the challenges identified SACRE members all have a wide range of contacts 

which can be used to start some networking activities.  A first priority should be to 
rebuild links with teachers through twilight meetings, although this will be far less easy 
to achieve in rural areas than in Oxford and the larger towns.  It was agreed to look .at 
holding three meetings in different areas before the end of the school year, planned to 
be as accessible as possible for teachers and linked to obtaining feedback on the new 
syllabus in action.  The support of members will be essential to achieve this. 

 The database of school contacts is developing but this is a slow process made more 
difficult by frequent post changes in schools.  SACRE members and visitors will also 
provide relevant contacts. 

 Members considered priorities for the next two years, based on developing direct and 
online communications.  Feedback will be collated and circulated for further discussion 
at the March meeting. 

 
The following actions were agreed:   
 

1. Before Christmas a proposal for twilight meetings, including the input required from 
members, will be circulated so that plans can proceed for these meetings to take place 
during summer 2017.          Action:  BM to circulate proposal for twilight meetings. 

2. Feedback on priorities will be collated and a proposal for a two-year SACRE vision and 
strategy circulated for further discussion at the March meeting.   
             Action:  BM to circulate feedback and proposed two-year vision/strategy. 

3. Committee A members will consult as necessary to identify up to five people who will 
be prepared to talk to school groups or receive visits.  The proforma will be sent so that 
updated information can be collated for the website. 
Action:  HB to resend request; members of committee A to provide information. 

 
Members then briefly viewed the existing OCC public website RE page and the Facebook 
group.  It was suggested that with the development of social media the website should be 
viewed increasingly as a repository of detailed information to be sign-posted from other sites 
that are more accessible and immediate. 
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Proposed working group with Bucks SACRE 
 
BM outlined the proposal to establish a joint working group to consider our understanding of 
‘religious literacy’. 
 
In discussion it was queried whether this needs to be distinguished from supporting RE 
teaching in schools but it was agreed that religious literacy extends beyond education and 
SACREs need to be contributing to the ongoing national debate which has used the phrase.  
The working group will look at shared views across the two SACREs and the majority of this 
work will be completed by email. 
 
SB, MG, SV, DW and CW expressed interest in joining the working group and further 
information about proposed activities and structure will be circulated. 
                                          Action:  BM to circulate information about joint working group. 
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National and local updates 
 

 BM confirmed there has been no significant progress with the RE Education 
Commission since the last meeting. 
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 Catherine Clayton briefly described the work of BeSpace that provides prayer spaces 
in schools and other community areas and training for local Christian communities to 
run these activities.  The aim is for participants to learn from this practical aspect and 
activities have run in all types of schools.  This is a valuable activity for the SMSC 
curriculum and excellent feedback has been received from pupils and staff. 

 Samantha Cragg provided information about the Oxford Schools Chaplaincy breakfast 
event on 12th November to launch its Christmas lesson to schools. 

 SV highlighted the Oxford Council of Faiths ‘Faith Exchange’ taking place on 9th 
November. 
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Date of next meeting 
 
The next SACRE meeting will take place at 2.00 pm on Monday 6th March 2017, at County 
Hall. 
 

  
  

CM thanked all members for their attendance and contributions and closed the meeting at 4.10 
pm.   
 

 

 


