
We need adopters for all our children.

Needed!
Minority ethnic adopters, 
Black African, Caribbean, 
Asian and mixed ethnicity.

Nationally there is a shortage of all minority ethnic adopters, Black African, Caribbean, 
Asian and Mixed ethnicity.  In particular there is a desperate need for black, black 
mixed-parentage and mixed relationship adopters.

The number of minority ethnic children nationally needing adoption is growing and 
these children may wait longer to be matched with adopters.  Here in Oxfordshire 
we want to stop children waiting longer for the right match and aim to recruit more 
adopters for these children.  We consider a child’s background and their culture when 
matching them with adopters. It is important that we continue to develop a child’s 
identity as well as their feeling of belonging for their future.

Families from culturally diverse backgrounds can also be unique in their composition. 
Oxfordshire has diverse population as do the children we place.  What is necessary is 
that families are able to support and help their adopted child to understand and 
appreciate the important cultural, religious or linguistic values of their birth 
community.

Many myths make people feel they’re not suitable to adopt, but this is not true.  
People think you need to be white, middleclass, and be working to adopt.   But you 
can adopt if you are black or from any ethnicity, single or same sex couple, if you are 
unemployed or live in rented accommodation.  To adopt all you need is the capacity to 
love and care for a child

Meet Joshua and Mary - they adopted 3 years ago. 

We were nervous at first about 
what was involved but we are 
so glad we did it, we were not 
sure if we would be able to 
adopt but it turns out we could.  
The journey was interesting, its 
very helpful.  Through the 
process we grew as a couple 
then we adopted Lucia and 
grew into a family.

We did not know anyone who had adopted and were unsure about it.  We looked 
online to try to find out more and started to talk about it with our friends and family. 

Then one of our friends from our church said that she worked for the children’s services 
at the County Council and said 
to contact them.  



• If you want to find out more, just give us a ring or go online make an enquiry 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/adption

• We will speak with you on the phone to answer your questions and ask some basic 
information about you.

• Then we will invite you to an information meeting so we can talk through all the 
options open to you.  You will also hear from some adopters about their adoption story.

• After the meeting you can ring us if you wish to proceed and we will let the adoption 
team know to contact you.

• Then if you and the adoption team think it’s the right time for you to go ahead they will 
talk you through the next stage.

You will get lots of practical help, advice and training.  There is also support for 
adopters whenever you feel you need it.

Meet Natalie
Natalie is a delightful 18 month old little girl of Black British Carribean heritage.  She has 
curly black hair, deep brown eyes and a beautiful smile.  Natalie likes animals and 
enjoys going to parks and farms. She loves music and will dance to any music she 
hears!

Natalie can be watchful at times and can be over reliant on unfamiliar adults. Her 
speech and language are a little delayed, but with her foster carers help she is 
making excellent progress. On the whole, Natalie is a very content toddler, she presents 
as happy and has begun to develop skills in interacting with other children.

Like many toddlers, Natalie does not like being told ‘no’. However, she does respond 
well to clear, consistent boundaries and routines.  Natalie loves having a bath and 
sleeps well all through the night.  She will also eat a variety of foods and is becoming 
more independent all the time.  Natalie’s mother is of Christian faith and would like her 
to be brought up in a Christian family.

Natalie is now living with her adoptive family but it did take some time for us to find the 
right family.  There are more children just like Natalie who we need to find adopters for.

We are here to help YOU decide if adoption is right for you and your family and 
to help you to start your adoption journey.  We look forward to hearing from you. 
please contact us on 0800 783 5724 
or visit our website at: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/adoption. 
We’d love to hear from you.

Working together to change lives.

Steps to adopt


