
 

 

 

  

Oxfordshire County Council Apprenticeships 

Michelle Plowman, 
Civil Engineering Apprentice 

I started my apprenticeship at Oxfordshire County 
Council in September 2007. After completing my 
2 year apprenticeship, I have climbed the career 
ladder rapidly. First I secured a Technician job, gaining 
experience in the Structures team and Developer 
Schemes team, before successfully applying for an 
Assistant Engineer post in Road Agreements Team. In 
the four years since then, I have been promoted to 
Senior Engineer and then Principal Engineer. 

I now manage a team of engineers that look after 
the council’s function of approving and adopting 
new roads built by external developers. My team are 
responsible for North Oxfordshire. 

My apprenticeship was a fantastic opportunity 
that allowed me to progress academically and gain 
essential work experience. It gave me a good all round 
knowledge of the engineering functions performed by 
the Council, in order to decide which area I wanted to 
develop my career in. 

When I applied for the apprenticeship, it was before 
apprenticeships were widely promoted by employers 
and the ones that were around seemed to be very 
specifc, such as carpentry or car mechanic. The Civil 
Engineering apprenticeship appealed to me for several 
reasons. It covers a broad work area, and it offered 
employment within Local Government, as well as 
competitive pay. 

My overall experience of being an apprentice at OCC 
has been absolutely brilliant. It was by far the best 
decision I could have made and it enabled me to 
progress quickly through my career. 

It has allowed me to take on challenges with support 
from my manager as well as many colleagues that I 
met during the placement rotations. 

I feel I have achieved a lot in the 8 years I have 
been at the council, especially when compared to 
others who either carried on in full time education 
or who went straight into work without training and 
now are struggling to progress due to limitations in 
qualifcations. 

This apprenticeship is a really good opportunity 
that will give you a rounded understanding of what 
Civil Engineering entails, allows you to have a taster 
of working at the council and learn about Civil 
Engineering. I would thoroughly recommend this 
apprenticeship! 


