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Oxfordshire County Council 
Schools Forum – 13 November 2019 

Funding Formula 2020-21 – General (Technical) Disapplication Requests 
 

Settings Sector 

Academies  
Foundation Stage  

Maintained Schools  
Primary  

PVI Nurseries  Secondary  
Special Schools  

Special  
Local Authority  

16+  

Schools Forum  
High Needs  

 
1. Item for Decision 
  

2. Purpose of Report  
 
2.1 The purpose of this report is to outline the general (technical) disapplication 

requests that the Local Authority (LA) is planning to submit to the Department 
for Education’s (DfE) by the deadline of 20 November 2019.  LAs can apply 
not to adhere to a requirement of the School and Early Years Finance 
(England) Regulations 2018 (Finance Regulations) or the dedicated schools 
grant (DSG) conditions of grant when setting budgets.  The DfE split these 
requests between General (technical) requests and Block movement 
requests. 

 
2.2 This paper deals only with the general (technical) requests and the block 

movement requests from the Schools Block to the High Needs Block and from 
the Schools Block to the Central Schools Services Block are included in 
specific reports under Agenda Item 8.  (The Block movement requests have a 
different deadline of 28 November 2019 for submission to the DfE). 

 
2.3 The disapplication process requires the Local Authority (LA) to formally 

consult with Schools Forum and ask for their support on all disapplication 
requests submitted to the DfE, voting details and minutes of the relevant 
Schools Forum meetings are referenced on the disapplication requests forms. 

 

3. Decisions for Schools Forum  
 
3.1 Schools Forum is asked to confirm agreement to the disapplication requests 

by vote as outlined below: 
1. Exceptional Rents – MFG adjustment if any of the existing 5 schools 

become ineligible in 2020-21 (standard request as in previous years). 
2. 2019-20 Baseline Adjustment should a transfer of funding from the 

Schools Block to the High Needs Block be agreed by either Schools 
Forum or the Secretary of State (as for 2019-20). 

3. 2019-20 Baseline Adjustment should a transfer of funding from the 
Schools Block to the Central Block be agreed by either Schools Forum or 
the Secretary of State (new for 2020-21 relating to the 20% reduction in 
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Historic Commitments of the Central Block in 2020-21 and on-going 
commitments relating to prudential borrowing). 

4. 2019-20 Baseline adjustment re potential MFG implications relating to 
Insurances, dependent on outcomes of the DfE consultation on Extending 
the Academies Risk Protection Arrangement (RPA) to Local Authority 
Maintained Schools. 

5. Agreement in principle sought pending further information from the DfE 
(new for 2020-21). Extending the Academies Risk Protection Arrangement 
(RPA) to Local Authority Maintained Schools 

6. Potential request to disapply the regulations if a local adjustment were to 
be required to the Minimum per Pupil Funding levels as a result of overall 
affordability issues.  (Mandatory without disapplication, but still currently 
the subject of consultation).  Agreement in principle sought pending 
consultation outcomes.  New for 2020-21. 

7. Potential request to disapply the regulations if an in-year change to 
Special school budgets is sought to implement the findings of the High 
Needs review - potentially redirecting funding to more closely follow the 
child.  (Subject to enquiry to the DfE).  Approval in principle sought 
pending the response from the DfE.   

 
3.2 Any further updates received regarding any of the above will be provided 

verbally at the meeting.  Fuller details of each request are included in Annex A 
to this report and how consultation arrangements with Schools Forum are 
documented on the disapplication forms is included at Annex B.  Some 
general/technical disapplications that were required in previous years are no 
longer required in 2020-21 due to changes to the regulations or adjustment to 
the NFF.   

 

4. Financial and Staff Implications  
 
 This paper deals only with the technical disapplication requests to be submitted to 

the DfE (decisions relating to the movement between the Schools Block and other 
DSG Blocks are in separate reports in Agenda item 8), so no further comment is 
made. 

 

5. Equal Opportunities Implications and Impact on Equality Groups  
 

The funding models which relate to these disapplication requests follow the National 
Funding Formula priorities, which directs funding to the needs of vulnerable pupils 
and aligns with the Council’s aims of raising attainment, narrowing the attainment 
gap and safeguarding children.  The LA is required to confirm that there are no 
equality issues as part of the disapplication request form.  

 

6. Conclusions  
 

This requests Schools Forum approval of the general (technical) disapplication 
requests to be submitted to the DfE by the deadline of 20 November 2019.  
Disapplication requests submitted by the November deadline can be amended where 
necessary at a later date, as long as the November deadline is met.  Requests for 
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movements from the Schools Block to the High Needs and Central Block are 
included in other reports at Agenda Item 8.  

 

7. Contact Details of Lead Officer/Author  
 

 
If you have any queries or comments in advance of the Schools Forum 
meeting about this report, please contact: 
 
Name: Margaret Whitaker, Senior Financial Adviser (Schools) 
Telephone Number: 07393 001263  
Email Address: margaret.whitaker@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Name: Sarah Fogden, Finance Business Partner for Children, Education & 
Families 
Telephone Number: 07557 082613  
Email Address: sarah.fogden@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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Annex A - Disapplication Requests 2020-21 (Technical Disapplications, excluding 
Block movements) 
 
1. Exceptional Rents 
Type of disapplication request - MFG  
5 establishments currently qualify for the exceptional rents factor in 2019-20.  A request will 
be prepared for a possible MFG exclusion if any of the 5 schools are no longer eligible in 
2020-21, following release of updated datasets in December 2019.  If any of the schools 
become ineligible, the request is for the exceptional rents factor to be excluded from the 
2019-20 MFG baseline.  Schools could become ineligible if they experience a significant 
increase in pupil numbers or other data indicators change so that their school budget share 
increases to such a level that the exceptional rents allocation falls below 1% of this amount.  
A similar MFG request was made in previous years.   
 
2. 2019-20 Baseline adjustment in the event of a disapplication request for a transfer 
from the Schools Block to the High Needs Block 
The request is for a 2019-20 MFG exemption relating to adjusting a formula factor to 
achieve affordability should the request for a transfer to the High Needs Block be required 
and approved by either Schools Forum or the Secretary of State.  Having delivered the NFF 
as closely as possible in 2019-20 (with the exception of the Lump Sum factor), the LA 
wishes to retain factors at the NFF rates (inclusive of the ACA) where possible.  In terms of 
the APT, an MFG exemption to the 2019-20 baseline may be required.  This disapplication 
will only be required if a transfer to High Needs is approved and an affordability adjustment 
is required. 
(As previous year). 
 
3. 2019-20 Baseline adjustment in the event of a disapplication request for a transfer 
from the Schools Block to the Central Schools Services Block 
The request is for a 2019-20 MFG exemption relating to adjusting a formula factor to 
achieve affordability should the request for a transfer to the Central Schools Services Block 
(CCSB) be required and approved by either Schools Forum or the Secretary of State.  
Having delivered the NFF as closely as possible in 2019-20 (with the exception of the Lump 
Sum factor), the LA wishes to retain factors at the NFF rates (inclusive of the ACA) where 
possible.  In terms of the APT, an MFG exemption to the 2019-20 baseline would be 
required.  This disapplication will only be required if a transfer to CCSB is approved and an 
affordability adjustment is required.  New. 
 
4. 2019-20 Baseline adjustment re potential MFG implications relating to Insurances, 
dependent on outcomes of DfE consultation on Extending the Academies Risk 
Protection Arrangement (RPA) to Local Authority Maintained Schools. 
Type of disapplication request - MFG – to be confirmed.  New. 
 
5. Potential disapplication of the Minimum per pupil funding level 
Type of disapplication request – To disapply the regulations as the minimum per pupil 
funding levels are expected to be mandatory (subject to consultation). This would be 
reviewed in the context of overall affordability when the DSG figures and datasets are 
released in December 2019.  This would inform any potential local adjustment to the 
Minimum per pupil funding levels for affordability if required.  New. 
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6. Potential disapplication for the Special Schools Formula and related MFG, if in-
year change to funding requested following the High Needs Review (linked to 
funding more closely following the child). 
Type of disapplication request – To disapply the regulations.  Enquiry currently with the 
DfE.  New. 
 
 
 
 
Annex B - Extract of Disapplication request form relating to Schools Forum 
consultation and agreement: 
 

Has the schools forum been consulted? 

Does the schools forum agree with this request? 

Has the schools forum voted? 

Which groups of representatives voted? (maintained schools, academies, etc) 

What was the split in votes? 

What was the date of the schools forum meeting? 

Was the meeting quorate? 

Please provide link(s) to the minutes showing schools forum 
agreement, or details of where this can be found in attached 
documentation. 

If this has not yet been discussed with Schools forum, what date 
will this be?  

 


