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Overview and Scrutiny Committees 

 

1. Terms of Reference 
 
The Council will appoint three Overview & Scrutiny committees as set out below.   
 
The Council’s Overview & Scrutiny Committees will each meet at least 4 times a year 
and will have the membership indicated below. The chair of the meetings will be 
chosen from the Opposition Group.  

 

2. General Role 
 

Within their specific terms, each Overview & Scrutiny committee may: 
 

(i) establish their own working groups in order to explore issues further; 

(ii) review and/or scrutinise decisions made or actions taken in connection with the 
discharge of any of the Council’s functions; 

(iii) consider any matter affecting the area or its inhabitants; 

(iv) make reports and/or recommendations to the Council and/or the Cabinet in 
connection with the discharge of any functions; 

(v) conduct, as appropriate, any research, community or other consultation in the 
analysis of policy issues and possible options;  

(vi) consider and implement mechanisms to encourage and enhance community 
participation in the development of policy options; 

(vii) question members of the Cabinet, ordinary committees and officers about their 
views on issues and proposals affecting Oxfordshire or about their decisions;  

(viii) report annually to Full Council on their work and make recommendations for 
future work programmes as appropriate; 

 

3. Performance & Corporate Services Overview & Scrutiny Committee 
 
The Performance & Corporate Services Overview & Scrutiny Committee will have a 
membership of 9 county councillors. The membership will be politically proportional. 
Its terms of reference will be: 
 

(i) To review and scrutinise the performance of the Council and to provide a 
focused review of: 

(a) Corporate performance and directorate performance and financial 
reporting 

 

(b) Budget scrutiny 

(ii) To monitor the performance of the Council by means of effective key 
performance indicators, review of key action plans and obligations and through 
direct access to service managers, Cabinet Members and partners; 
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(iii) To exercise the statutory right to call-in, for reconsideration, decisions made but 
not yet implemented by or on behalf of the Cabinet;  

(iv) To fulfil the Council’s scrutiny responsibilities under the Crime and Justice Act 
2006. 

 

4. People Overview & Scrutiny Committee 
 
The People Overview & Scrutiny Committee will have a membership of 9 county 
councillors. plus 4 co-opted members. The county councillor membership will be 
politically proportional. 
 
In addition to the county councillors the People Overview & Scrutiny Committee shall 
include in its membership the following voting representatives: 
 

(a) one Church of England representative appointed by the Oxford Diocesan Board 
of Education; 

(b) one Roman Catholic representative appointed jointly by the Archbishop of 
Birmingham and the Bishop of Portsmouth to represent the Roman Catholic 
Church; 

(c) two persons who shall be parent governors of maintained schools elected in 
accordance with a procedure approved by the Council. 

 
These co-opted members are only able to exercise their vote when the Scrutiny 
Committee is dealing with education functions which are the responsibility of the 
Council or the Cabinet. When the Scrutiny Committee deals with other matters, these 
representatives shall not vote on those other matters, though they may stay in the 
meeting and speak. Co-opted members shall be able to exercise their vote on 
questions relating to the work programme including how such work is to be conducted. 
 
The terms of reference of the Committee will be: 
 
(a) To focus on the following key areas: 

(i) all services and preventative activities/initiatives relating to children, 
young people, education, families and older people; 

(ii) enables the council to scrutinise it statutory functions relation to 
children, adult social care and safeguarding. Includes public health 
matters where they are not covered by the Joint Health Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee; 

(iii) This committee will also consider matters relating to care leavers and 
the transition between children’s and adult services. 
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5. Place Overview & Scrutiny Committee 
 
The Place Overview & Scrutiny Committee will have a membership of 9 county 
councillors.  The membership will be politically proportional.  Its terms of reference will 
be: 
 
Climate change, transport, highways, planning and place-based services. Including 
the delivery of regulatory services, fire and rescue, community safety and community 
services such as libraries.  NB This Committee will act as the Council’s ‘Crime and 
Disorder’ Committee. 
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Membership of Scrutiny Committees 
 

People Overview & Scrutiny Committee (9) 
 
 

 Liberal Democrat 
Green Alliance (3) 

 Conservative 
Independent 
Alliance (4) 

 Labour & Co-
operative Party 
Group (2) 

 Independent (0) 

 Graham  Leverton  O’Connor   

 Povolotsky  Walker  Elphinstone   

 Thomas ch Simpson     

dc tbc  Waine     

 
Voting Co-optees (4) 
Representing the Church of England:   Ruth Bennie 
Representing the Roman Catholic Church:   Fraser Long 
 
Parent Governor Representatives - 
Primary: Vacancy 
Secondary and Special: Vacancy 
 
Further details about the People Overview & Scrutiny Committee can be found on the Council’s 
website at this link.  
 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Performance & Corporate Services 
Overview & Scrutiny Committee (9) 

 

 Liberal Democrat 
Green Alliance (3) 

 Conservative 
Independent 
Alliance (3) 

 Labour & Co-
operative Party 
Group (3) 

 Independent (0) 

 Fawcett  Mallon  Baines   

 Middleton  Ford  Haywood   

 Johnston ch Reeves dc O’Connor   

 
Further details about the Performance & Corporate Services Overview & Scrutiny Committee can be 
found on the Council’s website at this link.  
 
 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Place Overview & Scrutiny Committee (9) 
 

 Liberal Democrat 
Green Alliance (4) 

 Conservative 
Independent 
Alliance (3) 

 Labour & Co-
operative Party 
Group (2) 

 Independent (0) 

 van Mierlo ch Mallon  Baines   

 Gregory  Fatemian dc Hicks   

 Roberts  Fenton     

 Webber       

 
Further details about the Place Overview & Scrutiny Committee can be found on the Council’s 

https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=1171
https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=1172
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website at this link.  
 
 
 
ch - Chair 
dc - Deputy Chair 
sp - Opposition Group Spokesperson 

 

https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=1173&Year=0

