
 
 

Oxfordshire SACRE: Supporting Networking 

 

Welcome to issue 7! I write this introduction as both KS2 SATs and GCSEs begin, so good luck to all involved! We 

should remember that, important though these are, what schools offer pupils is far broader than external tests 

and exams. We are developing people and RE has a major role in this as well as being an excellent academic 

qualification. This edition of REFocus provides resources and links to help develop quality RE that will be both 

academically rigorous and personally significant. SACRE hopes it will help you in your school.  

1 STOP PRESS  Central Oxfordshire local networking 

A FREE network meeting for RE teachers in Oxfordshire. To be held from 4.00 to 6.00 pm on Weds 19th June 

2019 at The Department of Education, Oxford University 15 Norham Gardens, Oxford, OX2 6PY  

SACRE is running a network for RE teachers, both primary and secondary. By attending you will: 

 receive information from and about faith groups in Oxfordshire  

 discuss how we can collaborate to develop high quality RE 

 share good practice and air concerns 

 suggest what support teachers want and need  

 plan how to move forward with setting up local teacher networks 

 an update on the review of the agreed syllabus and national developments 

Please let us know if you will be attending by contacting Helen Batten, the clerk to SACRE 

Helen.Batten@Oxfordshire.gov.uk Refreshments will be provided. Places are limited to 30, so book early! 

2 Agreed Syllabus review  

SACRE has agreed to extend the agreed syllabus till Sept 2021, to provide time to work on the developments 

arising out of the CoRE report ‘Religion and Worldviews’.  

3 Letter from the DfE to NASACRE (National Association of SACREs) 

about Compliance with the duty to teach Religious Education 

This letter is useful to clarify DfE expectations for compliance with regard to 
RE for all pupils in all state-funded schools unless withdrawn by their parents. 
It includes the statement: “we would expect that all schools provide pupils with a curriculum that is high quality 
and promotes progression through the key stages, including in RE.” Please read and ask SACRE help if you have 
any questions or concerns. Given the Ofsted focus on curriculum from September, this could be very important. 
 

4 Networking across the county, OxonBucks and the Central region 
 
Networking is increasingly important in schools, especially in RE, but it is definitely challenging. A new scheme has 
been set up by NATRE and REToday to try to support this. Our region is South Central and we have a very part 
time Ambassador to try to help with this initiative, is Sarah Payne. She has set up a Facebook page here. We need 
to give each other all the support we can! Please also remember OxonBucksRE! 
 

5 Conferences and training 

a) Understanding Humanism Teachers Conference 2019 Tues 9th July in London, for secondary and 

primary teachers. 

 

b) AREIAC (Association of RE Inspectors, Advisers and Consultants) is hosting a conference that is also open 

to teachers and especially those who lead or advise in RE across a number of schools, eg MATs. The 
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theme this year is leadership and the curriculum ‘Agents of Change: RE leadership in a new world’ in 

Manchester 1st and 2nd July (1st July especially for teachers). Click on the link for details. If you do lead RE 

in a number of schools, you might consider joining AREIAC yourself. Contact me for further details. 

 

c) Jewish Museum Teacher seminars – both at the museum, London from 9.30 – 4.30 

a. Primary  ‘Teaching Judaism for the first time; special times, special stories Fri 5th July link here  

b. Secondary ‘Judaism GCSE and A Level  Thurs 4th July link here 

6 New local resource for primary Islam: ‘My Islam A-Z’ by Bushra Taslim 

Islamic Beginnings Ltd has just published a new book written and illustrated by Bushra Taslim 

Hussain. It is a picture book that is ideal for people who wish to learn about Islam. Each letter of 

the English alphabet is represented by a word that explains or shows a core component of the 

Islamic faith with an illustration. The meaning of some of the words is also included where the 

author felt this was necessary to provide further clarification and there is a comprehensive 

glossary at the back. The illustrations are very endearing and really represent the diversity 

of Islam. 

Bushra has also said that she is interested in visiting schools in the county to speak about her 

faith and her journey as an author, illustrator and self-publisher. 

If you would like any further information Bushra's contact details are as follows: 

Telephone number: 07784 821932 Email: bushrataslim@gmail.com  

7. NATRE Spirited Poetry – have you considered entering pupils for this? An opportunity for collaboration 

between RE and English!  Information and application to be found here. If you have not read their previous book, 

it is well worth it. ‘Beware Goliath Comes’ is a masterpiece and can be read here with other winners. RE and the 

power of words – formidable! Lets edify and not simply educate! 

While on the subject of NATRE, please click on the link here for access to a very useful project in partnership with 

Bristol University on ‘Shared Space’. This is not just about RE, but is mainly so, focusing on how our subject 

contributes to community cohesion and interfaith/belief encounter. It also encourages us to use research when 

looking at how we plan where pupils sit in the classroom. How do we promote genuine shared understanding and 

contact? The toolkit is particularly helpful and has some challenging and engaging activities that promote 

discussion, thinking and reflection, and which move beyond simply learning about religions. 

And if you are not yet a NATRE member, it is well worth subscribing by clicking on the link here! 

 

Have you joined the OxonBucksRE local Facebook group? If not, you can do so by 

clicking here.  

If you have, please use it to share information, ideas and mutual support across all 

aspects of RE in all types of schools. We hope to develop and share resources, plan 

meetings and CPD, raise questions and above all celebrate and promote the good 

work going on in our schools. This will only work if teachers sign up for it, so please do promote it with others and 

above all, use it! 

Many thanks and all the best for the rest of the term and an excellent summer break! 

Bill Moore, Adviser to Oxfordshire SACRE 

07749211997 

bjvmoore@aol.com 

www.justbmoore.com  

http://www.areiac.org.uk/public/conf2019.html?utm_source=emailmarketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=professional_may_2019_newsletter&utm_content=2019-05-13
https://jewishmuseum.org.uk/event/teachers-seminar-primary/
https://jewishmuseum.org.uk/event/teachers-seminar-secondary/
mailto:bushrataslim@gmail.com
http://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/spirited-arts/spirited-poetry-2019/
https://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/spirited-arts/spirited-poetry-2019/spirited-poetry-collection/2006/?ThemeID=54
https://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/the-shared-space-project/
https://www.natre.org.uk/membership/membership/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/212785892480427/
mailto:bjvmoore@aol.com
http://www.justbmoore.com/

