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———Events 2009——— 

      Here is a list of Oxfordshire Woodland Group events 
currently organised for this season, see inside for full details. 

 
• Pruning in young broadleaved woodland: A series of late 

winter pruning events across Oxfordshire   
• Thinning in progress, Arncott Wood     
• Hazel Pollarding: a reinvention of coppice for the new 

millennium at locations in Thrupp & Besselsleigh  
• European Protected Species: A Regional Seminar: 

Improve your conservation capacity and stay within the 
law! Kidlington venue, 26th Feb 

• Traditional cleft chestnut Post & Rail fencing: Woodstock 
area      

• Field visit to Watergate Farm: 25ha of farm woodland north 
of Bicester  

 
...and from the Chilterns Woodland Project:   
      
• Chilterns Woodland Project Conference: Pests & Diseases, 

20th March 
• Two Woodland Archaeology workshops near High 

Wycombe 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caring for Oxfordshire’s woodlands from 
seed to sawlog 

 

 



Letting new light into an old copse 

 

On the UN International Day of Volunteering a group of friends and 
enthusiasts planted fifty ash trees in a pocket handkerchief-sized copse at 
North Leigh. The copse is a remnant of ancient woodland that needed a 
simple plan of action to improve wildlife and grow better coppice wood. 

The volunteers organised by the Wychwood Project cleared brambles and 
overhanging branches giving space for the planted trees and lettinng more 
light onto the woodland floor. The clearance produced a large amount of 
vegetation that needed dealing with. Although burning or chipping would have 
produced the neatest results, the volunteers chose to stack the vegetation in 
neat sausage-shaped piles instead. These will eventually rot down but in the 
meantime they will provide shelter and food sources for small animals and 
invertebrates. 

Over the next three years other areas of the copse will be cleared and planted 
up in the same way so the woodland is gradually brought into good 
management. 

New fungi database - Cybertruffle 
A new fungi website has been announced for the professional and the 
seriously enthusiastic. 

www.cybertruffle.org.uk.

It provides access to a series of websites with information about fungi and 
their associated organisms. In addition to four main websites providing access 
to the Cybertruffle databases (Cyberliber, Cybernome, Robigalia and 
Valhalla), the Cybertruffle server hosts a range of other websites dealing with 
these organisms. The topics include: conservation, database specifications, 

http://www.cybertruffle.org.uk/


expeditions & fieldwork, journals, meetings, mycological societies, mycological 
themes, projects, and websites providing database information about fungi of 
individual countries and fungi on genera of associated organisms. 

Databases 

Cybernome - nomenclatural and taxonomic information about fungi and their 
associated organisms, with access to over 548,000 records 

Cybertruffle's Robigalia - when and where fungi and their associated 
organisms occur, with access to over 685,000 records 

Cyberliber - a digital library for mycology with references to nearly 60,000 
individual mycological publications, and access to more than 146,000 
scanned images of pages of mycological works 

Cybertruffle's Fungal Valhalla - information about more than 2900 mycologists 
from the past 

Growing firewood 
There’s no doubt about the new interest in woodfuel …but if you’re planning to 
grow firewood, what form should a new planting take?  

What are the options? 

Industrial style intensive short rotation coppice 

This is a form of coppice that uses the most productive species on the best 
land. The trees, usually willow, are planted like an arable crop at high 
densities and are cropped at intervals of just 3 years by a specialist harvester 
that chips and handles the produce like a flow-able fuel. The woodchip is held 
in store prior to use, often increasing in quality as the moisture content falls. It 
is then used in fully automated biomass boilers for heat and occasionally 
electricity production (CHP). The principle feature of woodchip is that it can be 
treated as a flowable fuel, lending itself to fully automatic boiler operation –but 
only when the specification of the chip matches the requirements of the boiler 
and its feed system. 

Good old-fashioned broadleaved woodland management 



A grower of high quality timber might expect at least half of his entire 
production to end up as low-grade timber suitable only for firewood, such is 
the nature of forestry. This begs the question, why dedicate good land to 
firewood when growing high quality timber will give you what you want –and 
more? Any argument not to aim for top quality timber needs to be pretty 
robust, since top quality timber might attract 100 times the price of firewood. 
The principal feature of this mode of firewood production is that it requires a 
degree of skill and perseverance invested over two or three generations, 
without any guarantee that the end result will attract top dollar. 

Traditional coppice methods 

A copse dedicated to the production of firewood can never hope to achieve 
the values of higher quality timber but it has a couple of very important 
advantages. The trees are cut on a regular basis, once every decade or so 
giving every generation good reason to manage the resource properly for 
himself as well as for the future. Trees cut at 20 years or less are easier to 
convert into firewood using lighter machinery and they tend to resprout much 
more reliably than older trees. Coppicing is in many ways simpler operation to 
manage than other systems. Traditional firewood systems are robust, easily 
understood, have a low capital requirement, contain little to go wrong and yet 
can be very efficient. However, they are not the solution for the couch potato 
or for those who see wood handling as more of a chore than a ritual. 

Modern interpretation of the traditional 

There is increasing interest in growing firewood, among landowners who have 
a spare acre or groups who can get together to lease or acquire a plot of local 
land. A small plot of land can be a positive asset to a smallholding or even 
large gardens and allotment grounds. They have the capacity to transform an 
area of redundant ground into an ever-changing patchwork giving visual 
appeal and new wildlife habitat. 

In urban edge or domestic situations, the trick is to work with the scale and 
topography of the available ground and interlock it with other land use so that 
the feature fits in nicely. It might double as a windbreak or screen or be 
designed to interlock with an established garden to add depth and mystery. 

To be efficient, firewood copses need to be unusually dense, so that after 
cutting, the new growth quickly reforms an intact green canopy to intercept the 



available sunlight. Non-specialist weeds and grasses will not survive in the 
dense shade, giving the rarer woodland specialists a chance to colonise. Such 
a wood is less likely to be overrun with bramble, ragwort or other nuisance 
growth. 

The layout of the rows will help or hinder future harvesting and it may pay to 
adopt a layout that gives easy access among the planted areas. Alternating 
wide and narrow rows are often used to achieve this …they will need to be 
oriented correctly, though. 

Finally modern-day firewood copses are constantly at risk of debilitating 
damage from historically high populations of native and exotic species of deer. 
Instead of erecting expensive and unsightly permanent fencing to keep them 
out, consider designing the copse to be cut as pollards. Cutting, say, at 4’ or 5’ 
can raise the regrowth beyond the height of most browsing animals. The 
adoption of pollarding is a novel but pragmatic tweak of a traditional system in 
the face of new circumstances. Experience might yet uncover unexpected 
effects but these are unlikely to outweigh the fundamental advantage of 
raising the regrowth out of harm’s way. 

Short rotation coppice: it doesn’t have to be mediocre 

Short rotation coppice (SRC, also see above) works best on a large scale, so 
that fixed costs are diluted. The prospect of landscape-scale planting of SRC 
without reference to local landscape, wildlife and recreational needs is rather 
depressing. Yet short rotation coppice could work splendidly within a multi-
purpose design. For example, a ~40ha portion of land earmarked for energy 
production could be designed such that it incorporated permanent high forest, 
traditional coppice and open ground, all interlaced through the remaining 50-
70% off the more intensive SRC in a manner that leaves harvesting 
unhindered. If developed with flair and a feel for the land on which it sits, one 
might never guess what primary land use the land serves …recreation, 
sporting, conservation or just possibly, sustainable fuel production! This is 
exactly the sort of approach that could work well in urban fringe situations, 
where there is a desperate need (in Oxfordshire, at least) for all of the outputs 
of such a woodland development. 

Good carbon, bad carbon …an explanation 



There is no chemical difference between the CO2 emitted by fossil fuels and 
that resulting from renewable fuels such as firewood. Both heat the planet 
equally. The difference is that when farmers and foresters grow firewood, they 
ensure that it sprouts and grows again after it has been cut. As it grows, this 
regrowth absorbs CO2 from the atmosphere, cancelling out the carbon 
emissions produced in the previous cycle. Thus firewood can be seen to be 
carbon-neutral and will not contribute to climate change. 

Grant Aid and further assistance 

Despite the obvious environmental benefits, aid for tree planting is becoming 
less and less available from government sources. However under certain 
conditions, help may still be available. Please feel free to contact me to 
discuss grant opportunities and the application of the principles to your 
circumstances. 

Truffles 

Melissa Waddingham offers a truffle service 

 

Over the past couple of years Mellissa Waddingham has been hunting down 
the British summer truffle Tuber aestivum. It seems that English weather 
conditions are becoming more favourable since, during this time she has 
found at least 30 truffles. The majority of these were the summer truffles but 
this year small numbers of red truffles and white truffles were also found. 

In the past year Melissa has been training a Labrador puppy as a truffle 
hound. He has already found his first two summer truffles and Melissa looks 
forward to great things from his enthusiasm …and his nose! 

She hopes to plan some forays for next year for those who might enjoy the 
day out hunting and expects to be able to provide a truffle hunting service. 



Later, she hopes to cultivate truffles and other sought-after woodland fungi 
and would welcome contact from like-minded people. 

Melissa Waddingham can be contacted at 

Email: truetrufflesandmushrooms@hotmail.co.uk 
Telephone 0789 615 6664. 

Forest owners in Japan are key to carbon reduction 
 
Japanese government moves to reduce under management of its native 
woodland to reduce carbon emissions. 

Oxfordshire Woodland Group member Alice Freeman has recently returned 
from a stint in Japan. This is her report. 

From 2007 until 2012, Japan plans to thin out 3,300,000 hectares of forest, 
which is to account for two thirds of her Kyoto Protocol CO2 emissions 
reductions. 

68% of Japan’s land area is covered by forest, of which 70% is owned by 
small-scale land-holders. Japan’s timber industry ceased to be profitable in 
the 1970s, from which time cheaper timber from South East Asia began to 
flood the market, leading not only to the destruction of rainforest, but also 
causing many forest owners to abandon their forests. Most of these landlords 
are now retired and too old to manage their own forests, and have entrusted 
their land to forest owners’ cooperative associations, public corporations, local 
government, or, in a few cases, to non-profit volunteer organisations. It is 
these plots of privately-owned forest, once seen as inconsequential, which are 
the target of the Japanese government’s thinning campaign. 

In the past, where forest thinning has been carried out at all, it has been 
supported by subsidies from the Forestry Agency. The production system and 
market for thinned timber is still under developed, and not profitable, thus 
despite the urgency of meeting Japan’s emission reduction targets and 
mitigating climate change, there is little incentive to carry out thinning. The 
Japanese government is using both carrot and stick measures to persuade 
the forest owners to manage their land.  

A law was passed in May of this year making the thinning of forest land 
compulsory, for which the annual forestry subsidy budget has been increased. 

mailto:truetrufflesandmushrooms@hotmail.co.uk


A more positive incentive is a campaign to increase the involvement of the 
corporate and voluntary sectors in forestry, and to promote the use of local 
timber. By some combination of these measures, it is hoped that Japan will be 
able to meet her Kyoto target. Whether this will be enough to mitigate climate 
change is contested, yet the restoration of Japan’s forests and their re-
integration into Japanese society must surely be seen as a step in the right 
direction. 
 
How can forestry combat climate change by cutting trees down? 

The argument goes like this: human activity can either use natural systems 
powered by the sun or artificial systems powered by industrial use of coal oil 
or gas (the fossil sun). If Japanese society opts to use wood instead of 
artificial materials relying on oil then they will become more sustainable. 
Cutting trees down actually increases carbon capture in woodlands because 
neighbouring trees that are deliberately left behind rapidly colonise the space 
left by the trees that have been felled. If you leave woodlands unmanaged, a 
similar proportion of trees will die anyway as a result of the severe competition 
usually present and will release their carbon dioxide back into the air when 
they rot, without having helped mankind limit its use of fossil fuel. Part of the 
art of forestry is to carefully manage woodland so that trees may be harvested 
and regenerated endlessly as part of a semi-natural system. 
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